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Success story 
 

Project: Communities, Classrooms and Civil Society: Sharing experience and developing 
regional approaches to addressing the rights and needs of children with disabilities in 
Belarus, Moldova and Ukraine  
 

Implemented by HealthProm (UK) with the following partners: Belarusian Children’s Hospice 

(Belarus), Partnerships for Every Child (Moldova), Charity Fund Early Intervention Institute 

(Ukraine)  

 

 The aim of this project was to support the existing 

regional commitment to the rights and needs of children 

with disabilities and to aid the development of regional 

approaches to this end.  “Too often, professionals working 

in this area do so in isolation, without the benefit of a 

regional knowledge exchange. This project addressed this 

challenge by promoting the exchange of experiences, skills 

and innovation by multi-sectoral professionals working for 

people with disabilites in each country,” says Lauren 

Foster Mustarde, the project manager. 

 



 
 

How to overcome exclusion by sharing experiences regionally 
 

The project culminated in a Regional Forum called ‘Perspectives from multiple sectors working with 

children with disabilities in Belarus, Moldova and Ukraine’, which took place in Kiev, Ukraine, 22 - 

23 November 2016.  This was an innovative event that brought together a small group of professionals 

from different sectors in each country, with the aim of sharing their experiences and regional 

approaches to addressing the rights and needs of children with disabilities.  It provided a unique 

opportunity to share innovations in health and social services, inclusive education, advocacy and 

partnered working between civil society organisations and local governments in each country. 

Participants included medical providers, education specialists, civil society organisations, advocates and 

representatives from local governments.  The main objective of the event was to facilitate the exchange 

of regional practice and approaches to common challenges working in various sectors related to child 

disability.  The participants shared their local expertise in several key areas related to child disability 

including early intervention, paediatric palliative care for children with severe disabilities and 

community-based services for children with special needs.  The topics such as partnered working 

between civil society and the government, disability-related advocacy and parental engagement were 

also addressed. As a result, a network of professionals across the three EaP countries was established.    

 

 


